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COTTON MATHER'S CONTRIBUTION TO DENTISTRY 
R/ Milton B. Asbell (The Journal of the New Jersey State Dental 
Society 32:8-13 April 1961) gives an account of "Cotton Mather: 
The First Author on Dentistry in America." Dr. Asbell's paper is 
a summary of the dental portions of a book, Cotton Mather, First 
Significant Figure in American Medicine by Otho T. Beall, Jr., and 
Richard H. Shryock; Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 1954. The ma- 
terial presented is derived from the chapter "Dentifrangibulus, or 
the Anguish, and Releef, of the Tooth-ache," of an unpublished manu- 
script by Mather entitled "The Angel of Bethesda." Mather draws a 
moral from his subject: 


"Pinally, the pains of the Teeth, hasten the destruction of them. 
And, O Man, when thou dost perceive thy teeth agoing wilt thou not 
infer, that thou art thyself agoing after them? Thy perishing 
teeth give this admonition to thee: O Man, since the hardest and 


strongest things thou hast about thee, are so fast consuming, do 
not imagine that the rest of thy body will remain long unconsumed, 
or that any bones of thy body shall not soon moulder unto dust." 


DENTISTRY IN ABRAHAM A SANCTA CLARA 

R/ Another clergyman who dealt with dental topics was Abraham a 
Sancta Clara (1644-1709). An article by H. K. Hofmeier (ZM 

51:157-158 February 1961) is entitled "Odontologie bei Abraham a 

Sancta Clara. Like Cotton Mather, Abraham moralizes on the teeth: 


"O, unholy desire which made the first woman's mouth water for such 
dangerous and shameful misery. 0, sour bite of the apple from 
which the teeth of all children of Eve were set on edge and became 
rotten. Dear grandmother of all mankind, O, had you picked up a 
hard pebble and bitten into it so that your teeth broke, then your 
poor children would not cut their teeth with so much difficulty; 
and not so many toothless matrons and maidens in the world would 
have pain as they endeavor in the crescent of their mouths again 
neatly to patch and to fasten in with ivory the rotted out pali- 
sades. So would one also not be obliged to spend much money on 
sweet-smelling tooth powder, tooth balm, tooth pills; yes, and 
tooth cleaners, tooth repairers, and tooth breakers. Yes, there 
would not be so much tooth gnashing in hell." 


THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON DENTAL HISTORY AT HELSINKI 
R/ On the program of the Subcommittee on Dental History, July 14, 
1961, at Helsinki, Finland, the following papers will be pre- 
sented: J. J. Pindborg, Denmark, "What Happened in Dental Histol- 
ogy Between 1830 and 1840;"" J. Ramm, Norway, "Development of the 
Organizations of the Dental Profession in the Scandinavian Coun- 
tries, with brief biographies of leading personalities until around 
1920;" J. Sharp, U.S.A., "The Discovery of Anaesthesia;" W. Artelt, 
Germany, "German Dentistry in 1886;" M. Maslansky, U.S.A., "The 
First Dental Specialty, Its Origin and Present-Day Status." 


The Subcommittee on Dental History will discuss a proposal by F. H. 
Witt that the dental schools of the various countries represented 
in the F.D.I. should intensify their instruction in the history of 
dentistry. The matter will be referred to the Commission on Dental 
Education of the F.D.I. 


A WORLD INDEX OF PERIODICALS 
RB/ Dental historians will no doubt be interested in an index of 
the dental journals of the world. The bock is to be published 
in Germany. Its English title is (presumably) German Record-Office 
of Odontic Literature. The work is to contain information about 
1200 dental periodicals of the world, giving exact title, first 
year of publication, number of issues a year, address, the inter- 
national abbreviation. The announcement bears the address: Leon- 
orenstrasse 25, Stuttgart-Degerloch. The editor is H. J. Schmidt. 


MISLEADING TITLE 
R/ An article by Heinrich Buess entitled "Die Zahnheilkunde zur 
zeit der Griindung der Universitat Basel" (Schweizerische Monats- 
schrift fiir Zahnheilkunds 71:77-&5 February 1961) is here noted only 
to warn the expectant reader that in this article he will learn 
nothing about dentistry in Switzerland and very little about den- 
tistry in the fifteenth century when the University of Basel was 
founded. Articles of this sort are a waste of the reader's time 
and of the journal's space. 


THE DENTAL PRACTICE ACT IN MICHIGAN 
R/ The Journal of the Michigan State Dental Association (43:24-32 
February 1961) contains an article by Robert M. Warner entitled 
"The Struggle for Regulation," which gives an account of the diffi- 
culties met by organized dentistry to obtain a satisfactory regu- 
lating law for the practice of dentistry in Michigan. 
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